Oral recrudescent herpes simplex virus infection.
The objective of this study is to determine the frequency of involvement of different intraoral sites by oral recrudescent herpes simplex virus in immunocompromised patients and whether keratinized intraoral sites are always affected by this virus. The records of 30 hospitalized patients who had oral ulcers culture positive for herpes simplex virus were reviewed for the location of oral ulcers, febrile episodes, and medical diagnoses. The data revealed that oral recrudescent herpes simplex virus may involve any intraoral site in immunocompromised patients with nonkeratinized sites representing approximately half of all sites; this is more frequent than has been previously reported. Twenty-six (86.7%) of 30 patients had no evidence of herpes labialis, and 13 (43.3%) of 30 patients were afebrile. It is recommended that all oral ulcers, in immunocompromised patients should be cultured for herpes simplex virus regardless of their location. Early diagnosis reduces patient morbidity because effective treatment in the form of acyclovir is readily available.